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Since 1999, The Communication in Health Care Project of The CHEST Foundation has been an on-going collaborative effort of The CHEST Foundation with C. Everett Koop, M.D., ScD, FCCP (Hon). to improve health care in America by fostering effective communication. (www.chestnet.org/CHEST/past/koop/). The Project conducts public dialogues to build upon Dr. Koop’s success with The Surgeon General Workshop, a proven and effective approach to accomplish significant change. The CHCP features a vision-directed, action-oriented, community-based process designed to raise awareness about global health issues. It brings concrete and practical results by involving communities challenged by these issues in ways that result in sustainable change.  
Dr. Koop was outraged by growing evidence of disparities in health care facing all Americans. In 2003, Dr. Koop invited all Surgeons’ General and key Congressional minority caucus leaders to address the national issues to overcome them.  Former Surgeon General David Satcher gave the overview in his keynote address. He was followed by experts representing essential perspectives from governmental, community, and medical sectors. All participants were charged by Dr. Koop to communicate the issues with an emphasis on recommendations for action that would make a difference. 
The Surgeons’ General Conference provides the framework for the national perspective of health care disparities in America and what to do about them. 
Dr. Koop’s personal concern about disparity in America led him to use communication as a practical way to do something about it. He highlighted his rationale for developing Communication Health Information Centers (CHICs) in Philadelphia.  CHICs, “health informationists” and the Philly Health Info portal (www.phillyhealthinfo.org) feature communication in ways that patients, families and communities can access information to make informed health decisions as partners with health practioners and use to manage their own health. Philly Health Info represents a collaboration with many community partners working together to improve the health of the public in Greater Philadelphia.  This has established a community coordinating/converging activities that  respond to a need for communication with more global benefits because of their collaboration.   
Dr. Koop’s vision is the establishment of CHICs in partnership with local, regional, and state-level organizations committed to communication by the integration of information management and health care to improve individual/family health and the global health of their communities. The CHEST Foundation is currently seeking a home for this project in Chicago with civic and medical leaders and is exploring collaboration and convergence with partners from public health, academia, non-for profit voluntary community service organizations, the private sector, and concerned individuals and philanthropy.
[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
1

